Making a difference in Botswana

The donor Doug Johnson
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The Donation: $250,000 

The Cause: Orfund Foundation 

The reason: To help children in Botswana 

A couple of years ago, Doug Johnson had a chat with his friend Peter Dickson about a trip he'd made to Botswana. Mr. Dickson talked about the plight of children in the African country, which has been devastated by AIDS. He also mentioned the work of a Vancouver foundation called Orfund, created by a group of Canadian business people determined to address the issue. Mr. Johnson didn't know much about Botswana at the time, but he was touched by what his friend said and wanted to become involved. "I think when you hear about a problem or something where you can make a difference, sooner or later you sit down and say 'Well maybe there is more to life than just me,' " recalled Mr. Johnson, 56, who runs Canfund Ventures Corp. in Vancouver.

He has donated $250,000 to Orfund and plans to give more. He's also planning a trip to Botswana next year to see the foundation at work.

Orfund supports six programs across Botswana which offer preschool and home-based care for more than 1,000 children. Donations go directly to the African initiatives. Administrative costs are covered by other gifts.

The foundation is one of many charities Mr. Johnson supports. "I've been fortunate in my life," he said. "I will just take a percentage of my income every year and I'll be giving that away."
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